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Raise your hand if you think you are the biggest sinner present here. A few 

hands raised! All right let’s have a competition then… those of you who raised your 

hand… I’ll have you come up here and tell everyone the worst things you’ve done 

so we can vote and determine who indeed is the biggest sinner in the house. I’m 

competing too! I think I will win. 

No, we won’t do that… but I do want to take you to perhaps a time in your 

life when you felt like the worst person ever. Maybe it was after doing or saying 

something you never thought you would, something that seemed to come out of 

nowhere either out of anger or weakness in temptation. A moment that, after the 

fact, made you feel like the worst sinner, worst person, in the world. 

One of those moment for me happened many years ago when someone I 

considered a close friend completely betrayed my trust in a way that was incredibly 

hurtful for me and others. I felt so enraged, so fooled, so angry that I just wanted 

them to get what they deserved, but not just any punishment, I was so fed-up with 

the situation and the individual that I wished them, wholeheartedly, their death.  

As someone who considers himself a pacifist, who has never gotten into a 

physical fight, a nice guy, always wanting the best for others, someone who goes 

out of his way to trap a spider in the house and set it free outside instead of killing 

it… realizing that I actually had the capacity to honestly wish death on someone 

made me feel like the worst of persons, the worst of sinners. 

Think of that moment for you… when someone or a situation brought the 

worst out of you as you realized you were actually capable of something you never 

thought you would do, say or think.  
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Let’s now take that experience and imagine what that must have been like for 

the son in the parable. 

We had this parable back in the fourth week of Lent this year. If you were 

around then, you might remember that time we reflected on how it is a parable 

about the Father’s Love and I shared with you my own challenges with fatherhood 

and how the sins of my biological father led to a broken relationship with him and 

how that effected my image and relationship with God the Father.  

This time I’d like to focus on it as the parable of the prodigal son, prodigal 

of course meaning one who wastes money, and how his own sin led to a broken 

relationship with himself which in turn effected his image and relationship with the 

Father. 

For this let’s figure out two questions:  

1. When was it that he became aware of his sin? and, 

2. What was his sin? 

The story says he had a moment of awareness while desiring to eat from the 

pods of the pigs. Was that it? What that the moment he realized he had reached his 

lowest point?  

Nope. Sure, finding himself hungry and poor made him realize just how 

irresponsible he had been. Sure, he had a moment of reflection and probably 

thought about how his pursuit of senseless pleasures led him to now being alone 

and feeling empty, but all that accomplished, really, was a desire to want at least 

some commodity in life, so that can’t be it. 
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What about the second question… what was his sin? Was it wasting money on 

immoral and deprived behavior? Especially those sins of the flesh we tend to be 

most embarrassed about… was that his sin? 

Nope. They were immoral choices sure, but reflecting upon them, he doesn’t 

seem to show much remorse… so obviously he didn’t see those things as being 

THAT bad. He didn’t kill anyone, that would have been bad, he was just immature. 

So he obviously feels that he can go back and that he would be accepted at least to 

the rank of worker. That seemed like a fair punishment for being an irresponsible 

young adult. So he makes a plan. He thinks about how he will return and what he 

will say to the father to get him to take him back. He chooses his words carefully 

and even practices his little skit. Once he felt confident he could convince his father 

to take him back, he makes his way home, and it was there that it happened. 

The moment he realized he was a sinner, and the moment he realized his 

actual sin, was the moment that he is embraced by the father, and his father kisses 

him on the cheek. That was the moment when he understood that his actual sin had 

been asking for the money in the first place, and walking away with it. Why? 

Because normally, you receive an inheritance after a person dies, not before. 

To desire and ask for the inheritance before due time is equivalent to desiring that 

person’s death. In asking for the money, he was saying “Father, I wish you were 

dead.” In taking the money and walking away, he was saying “Father, you are 

dead to me.” 
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Hi biggest sin was having wished the death of his father, all so he could have 

a carefree life, and he came to his sense the moment he received that kiss… a kiss 

that made him realize his betrayal.  

Imagine the fear of suddenly realizing what he had really done. The 

punishment for such great offense would have been arrest, a beating, and a death 

sentence. He must have panicked at that moment and expected the father to call the 

guards so they could seize him, for the Father to unleash his fury on him, and 

suddenly those empty words of forgiveness became real words of supplication. TO 

his surprise, he hears his father say: “let us celebrate with a feast… for my son was 

dead and has come to life again… he was lost, and has been found…” 

Through this story we get a glimpse as to what God thinks we really deserve 

for our offenses, even for the offense of killing the Father… and it is not death, it is 

to be restored to life itself.   

This story become for the listeners the biggest blasphemy against the. God is 

not supposed to do that. God is not supposed to be a softy. The father was supposed 

to tell him just how stiff-necked he had been and let his wrath blaze up against him 

and consume him, just as people thought God was like in time of Moses (which is 

by the way, people projecting onto God). But how many times did Jesus become a 

sign of scandal for being so forgiving?  

Jesus dared to challenge this false image of God, which became one of the 

leading reasons he himself was put to death. This story is really a story about Jesus, 

who is showing nothing but compassion, yet all he is getting in return is people 
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desiring his death, and with a kiss, he is betrayed, and gets killed, and yet, that does 

not stop him from speaking the truth about God’s mercy.  

These three stories, going after the one lost sheep, looking tiredness for one 

lost coin, and embracing the prodigal son, are scandalous statement about God’s 

mercy.  

Why is this story important? Why did Jesus say it despite knowing where it 

would lead? Because this is the realization that chance our relationship with our 

sinful selves.  

Think of your biggest sin, your deepest darkest secret, that which you have 

maybe thought that if you ever went to hell, it would be because of that…  

When we think we are the worst of sinners, when we think we have done 

something God would not forgive but rather punish, we are least likely to come to 

him. 

Think about it, if the son had realized what his sin actually was while he was 

watching the pigs eat, he would not have returned to the father because he knew he 

deserved death for having wished the death of his own father. But God’s mercy is 

so good, that God makes us aware of the gravity of our sin at the same time that he 

gives us an experience of his love and mercy…  

Jesus is healing that misconception, giving us the assurance that this is not 

how God thinks or how God will react. Jesus is building up our confidence in God, 

when our confidence in ourselves has been completely shattered. Only then will I 

dare to approach God despite my own sinfulness. 
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St. Paul, someone who not only wished the death of many but killed many 

himself, when he experienced God’s mercy for him, he exclaimed: Jesus came to 

save sinners, of which I am the foremost… but it is for me that he came, and for 

that give God honor and glory. 

If you ever think you can outdo St. Paul in the foremost sinner… if you think 

you are the foremost sinner right here right now… if you think you are too broken 

by your choices to deserve anything from God, think again. You might not trust in 

yourself, but at least trust in Jesus, that when we approach God in our sinfulness, 

we will indeed get what we deserve…  the love and mercy of God bringing us to 

life.  

 


